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Tae Umino*, Yuji Kawaguchi**
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Abstract

In this paper, we describe the aims and characteristics of the web-based multimedia
materials TUFS Language Modules, a research project supported by the 21st Century Center
of Excellence (COE) Program ùUsage-based Linguistic Informaticsû(2002-2006) at Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies (TUFS), Japan. TUFS Language Modules uniquely provide the
learning content for multiple languages in more or less the same format transmitted through
the Internet. As of 2010, the content for 20 languages out of the 26 major languages taught
at TUFS have been developed and made available on the web: English, French, German, Spanish,
Portuguese, Russian, Chinese, Korean, Mongolian, Indonesian, Pilipino, Laotian, Cambodian,
Vietnamese, Arabic, Turkish, Japanese, Hindu, Urdu, and Thai. The materials basically target
university students at the beginning level, and comprise of four relatively independent ùModulesû:
Pronunciation, Dialog, Grammar, and Vocabulary Modules. Further, Multilingual Modules for
learning Japanese are also provided, making it possible for people to learn Japanese via different
medium languages.

First, we provide a general overview of the project and the theory behind the development
of TUFS Language Modules, followed by a discussion of their characteristics and academic
significance. We then present the content of Japanese Modules as an example of an individual
language module. Finally, we touch on some future issues with the hope that this case study
will serve as an aid to future development of multimedia materials in other contexts.
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